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Too close to call 


President Donald Trump swept the South and much of the Midwest, and former Vice President Joe Biden dominated in the West 
and the Northeast. But several battleground states including Wisconsin, Pennsylvania and Michigan were still up in the air. 


270 Electoral College votes needed to win 
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TRUMP, BIDEN LOCKED IN TIGHT RACES 


TEXAS 
President 
proves that the 
Lone Star State 
remains red 


By Jeremy Wallace 
AUSTIN BUREAU 


President Donald Trump 
proved Tuesday that Texas still is 
plenty red. 

Despite Democrats’ vows to 
flip the state blue for the first 
time in decades, Trump was 
poised to win more than 230 of 
the state’s 254 counties, a victory 
he had been predicting for over 
year. 

As of 11:30 p.m., it promised to 
be the ith consecutive presiden- 
tial election in which Republi- 
cans have carried the state. 

When polls showed Texas 
close this summer, Trump told 
supporters during a trip to West 
Texas in July not to believe it. 

“Were many points up,” 
Trump said then. 

His confidence was based on 
the oil and gas industry that em- 
ployed nearly 430,000 Texans in 
2019, which he repeatedly 
warned would be in further jeop- 
ardy if Democrat Joe Biden were 
to win the election. 

From a strategic standpoint, 
the Trump campaign said Demo- 
crats underestimated the ground 
game Republicans had devel- 
oped in Texas since Trump first 
took office. 

Samantha Cotten, a spokes- 
woman for Trump’s campaign in 
Texas, said the president’s get- 
out-the-vote operation was light 
years ahead of the Biden cam- 
paign. 

She said Trump’s team made 
10 million voter contacts and had 
thousands of volunteers mobil- 
ized statewide. 

Texas continues on A9 
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President Donald Trump arrives to speak at the his campaign headquarters in Arlington, Va. 


Roberto Schmidt / AFP via Getty Images 
Democratic candidate Joe Biden speaks to backers at the carpenters union in Scranton, Pa. 


SENATE: Cornyn captures fourth term, defeating Hegar 


By Benjamin Wermund 
WASHINGTON BUREAU 


WASHINGTON - U.S. Sen. John 
Cornyn, one of the top Republi- 
cans in the Senate, is heading 
back to D.C. for a fourth term. 

Democratic challenger MJ He- 
gar, a former Air Force pilot, con- 
ceded the race about 8 p.m. Tues- 
day and was trailing by nearly 10 
percentage points at 10:30 p.m. 


Cornyn, a former state attor- 
ney general and Texas Supreme 
Court justice, vowed to represent 
all Texans — “whether I earned 
your vote or whether you were 
pulling for my opponent.” 

“My goal as your United States 
senator is simple: continue to 
make Texas a place of exceptional 
opportunity for all,” he said. 

Texans have not sent a Demo- 
crat to the U.S. Senate since Lloyd 


Bentsen won a third term in 1988. 
Still, Hegar appeared on track to 
come closer than any challenger 
to defeating Cornyn, who won 
each of his past re-election races 
by double digits, including a 27- 
point victory in 2014. 

Hegar is a decorated combat 
veteran and political newcomer 
who presented herself as a motor- 
cycle-riding “badass” who could 

Cornyn continues on A10 


PRESIDENCY 
Republican 
incumbent 

captures 
Florida, Ohio 


By Jonathan Lemire, 
Zeke Miller, Jill Colvin 
and Alexandra Jaffe 


ASSOCIATED PRESS 


WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump won Florida, the 
nation’s most prized battle- 
ground state, as he and Demo- 
crat Joe Biden battled to the fin- 
ish of an epic campaign that will 
shape America’s response to the 
pandemic and foundational 
questions of economic fairness 
and racial justice. 

The two men were locked in 
tight races across the country, 
with Trump also claiming the 
battlegrounds of Ohio and Iowa 
while Biden won Minnesota and 
New Hampshire, two modest 
prizes the president had hoped 
to take. 

Races were too early to call in 
some of other fiercely contested 
and critical states on the map, in- 
cluding North Carolina, Georgia 
and Pennsylvania. 

The president, by early today, 
had retained many states he won 
in 2016 and, as long predicted, 
the race in part seemed to rest on 
the three northern industrial 
states where Trump most sur- 
prised the Democrats four year 
ago — Michigan, Wisconsin and 
Pennsylvania. 

Biden, briefly appearing in 
front of supporters in Delaware, 
urged patience, saying the elec- 
tion “ain’t over until every vote is 
counted, every ballot is count- 
ed” 

“Its not my place or Donald 
Trump’s place to declare who’s 
won this election,” Biden said. 

Presidency continues on A9 


SALES-TAX PROPOSALS 


Jobs-training plan, 
VIA boost get backing 


By Joshua Fechter 
and Bruce Selcraig 
STAFF WRITERS 


A trio of sales tax measures to 
train San Antonio workers for new 
jobs, expand public transit and re- 
new the city’s early childhood ed- 
ucation program were passing by 
an overwhelming margin with a 
majority of the vote counted Tues- 
day night. 

Mayor Ron Nirenberg called the 
passage of all three propositions a 
“resounding vote of confidence in 
the future for San Antonio.” 

“Tm grateful to the San Antonio 
voting public that they support 
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one another, especially during a 
time of crisis, that we come togeth- 
er as a team and we’re united be- 
hind supporting our neighbors,” 
Nirenberg said at a watch party af- 
ter the polls closed. “This is an in- 
vestment in our people. This is an 
investment in our future.” 

At 1:30 p.m., with 236 of 302 
vote centers and all the early vote 
counted, Nirenberg’s four-year, 
$154 million plan to pay for college 
degrees and job training for 
40,000 San Antonians who lost 
their jobs because of the pandemic 
was winning by a margin of nearly 
3-to-1. 

Proposals continues on A10 


More inside 


» Bexar County breaks voter 
turnout record. A3 


» Sheriff Salazar wins bis 
re-election effort. A3 


» NEISD board members 
favored. A3 


» Democrats have edge in 
local court races. A4 


» Dems likely to flip one of 
two targeted seats. A6 


» Solemn duties carried out 
by voters. A7 


» Close races in battle for the 
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COMMENTARY By Gilbert Garcia 


This election’s real heroes 
were the voters of Texas 


In politics, there are people 
who work to expand the elector- 
ate. There are others who work 
to shrink it. 

History does not look kindly 
on the latter group. 

In Texas, we have seen groups 
such as the Texas Organizing 
Project and MOVE Texas work 
feverishly to bring the chronical- 
ly ignored and written-off com- 
munities of this state inside the 
tent of electoral politics. 

Regardless of the final tallies 
in this year’s general election, 
we can see the impact of their 
work in Texas. 

Over the past four years, 3 


million new voters have been 
registered in this state. Nearly 10 
million Texans voted early in this 
election, meaning that by Elec- 
tion Day, we already had broken 
our state turnout record. 

Similarly, even before Election 
Day, Bexar County had broken 
its all-time turnout record, with 
more than 676,000 early voters. 
Even with a slower-than-expect- 
ed Election Day turnout, the 
overall results were phenome- 
nal. 

Under ordinary circumstanc- 
es, this would be an admirable, 
impressive display of voter en- 

Texans continues on A2 
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